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Panel Is Part o f  Parents W eekend
'Student Power Is!'
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From left to  right:
Kathleen Kenny, Moderator; Maureen Connaughton, Mr. John Segmen, Noreen O’Hagen, S. Mary 
Francis Parisi, Robert Ball, Dr. J. Edward Cuddy.
“Student Power — If I Had 
My Way” was the subject of a 
forum  held last Saturday, 
October 19, during the annual 
Parents Weekend. The panel was 
com posed I of three faculty 
m em bers: S. Mary Frances 
Parisi, Dr. J. Edward Cuddy and 
Mr. John Segmen. The three 
s t u d e n t s  w e r e : .  Maureen 
Connaughton *69, Noreen 
O’Hagen ’70, and Robert Ball 
’71 .  T he  moderator  was 
Kathleen Kenney .-
All panel members-agreed that 
student power is a reality. The 
point stressed, however, was that 
this power must be channeled 
effectively in order to be of 
value. Each panel member was 
given five minutes to present his 
or her views on the subject. All 
agreed that it was too short a 
time.
M a u r e e n  C o n n a u g h t o n  
f a v o r e d  c h a n g e  through, 
peaceful, rather than violent 
m e a n s ,  s u c h  as r iot  or 
revolution.
Mr. Segmen, Chairman of the 
Psychology Department, saw a 
p o s s i b l e  solut ion to the 
“ st u dent-versus-administration”
problem in the representation of 
s tudents  on the board of 
t rustees . He explained the 
university structure as it exists in 
the United States and advocated 
“ legal power from a legal 
source.”
S. Mary Frances Parisi, a
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  Engl ish 
Concentration, presented one of 
the three liberal view-points. She 
acknowledged the students’ right 
to a voice in the curriculum and 
f a c u l t y  a p p o i n t m e n t s .  
Compromise for a balance of 
power was her solution to the 
student power problem.
Robert Ball, the only male 
student on the panel gave some 
reasons for the violence found in 
the student power movement — 
one of these being that when 
s tudent  power,  as a force 
producing change, is confined 
the energy must burst forward, 
with the result being violent 
change.
The most liberal view was 
presented by Dr. Cuddy, a 
member of the History and 
Government Concentration. He 
discussed student power in terms 
of confrontat ion  with the
“system.” In the larger realm the 
s tudent  feels confined to a 
number on an IBM card. The 
loss of personal identity is ego 
shattering and demeaning.
When the program was 
opened up to discussion from 
the floor, more opinions were 
offered than questions. One 
parent was particularly vocal in 
his belief that the “generation 
gap” does not exist. He also felt 
that parents do not have to 
accept everything their children 
say as “Pearls of wisdom.”
The general consensus of the 
panel was that student power is 
an existing force. To deny or 
ignore it is to deny reality. The 
moderate tone of ithe panel no 
doubt suited the parents and 
students of moderate learnings. 
But, the radicals in the audience 
came away frustrated by the 
compromising position of the 
panel. It answered questions for 
the adults on the atmosphere 
here at RHC. But it raised far 
more concerning the general 
mental attitude of students who 
are known to “mellow-with-age” 
as time goes by.
Women in America: Colloquy
The Placement Committee of 
Rosary Hill College will present 
a colloquy entitled “The Modern 
A m e r i c a n  W o m a n ”  on 
Wednesday, October 30, 1968, 
at 7 :30 p.m. in Wick Social 
Room. The session is open to all.
The Placement Office feels 
that  the Modern American 
Woman is a combined scholar, 
wife, mother, career woman,,and 
community leader; and that 
‘ ‘one role complementing 
another, the various facets of her 
life are integrated. She is a 
complete and fulfilled human 
being. The purpose of this 
colloquy is to assist us in our 
d e v e l o p m e n t  as modern 
American women.”
And thus the committee has 
divided the program accordingly. 
The Keynote Address, entitled 
“ Woman Pow er,’’ will be 
d e l i v e r e d  by Mrs. Marie 
Caldwell, Chief Psychiatric 
Social Worker at the Child 
Guidance Clinic, Children’s 
H o s p i t a l .  The remaining 
divisions of the colloquy are the 
m o d e r n  w o m a n  in  t h e  
professions, in fashions, in 
communications, in service, in 
b u s i n e s s ,  in science, in 
education, and in the arts.
The Honorable Ann T. Mikoll, 
City Court Judge, will talk on 
the Modern Woman in the 
Professions. Mrs. Mikoll received 
her Bachelor of Arts and 
Bachelor of Law degrees from 
the University of Buffalo. She 
has s e r v e d as Assis tant 
Corporation Counsel of the city 
of Buffalo, and is currently 
second in seniority among the 
ten judges on the City Court 
Bench.
The lecture on Fashions will 
be given by Mrs. Nancy Volkert, 
Director of the John Robert 
Powers Finishing School. Mrs. 
Volkert received her B.S.from
State Teachers College, Buffalo, 
and her M.R.Ed. from Union 
Theological Seminary, New 
York City. She has worked for 
many years as a musician, 
model, fashion commentator, 
actress, and teacher.
Mrs. Mary Herman, Public 
Relations Assistant for the New 
York Telephone Company, will 
discuss the modern woman in 
Communications. Mrs. Herman 
is active in the Advertising 
Women of Buffalo, the Buffalo 
U r b a n  L e a g u e ,  and the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution.
Mrs. Norman Corah will talk 
on the modern woman in 
Service* Mrs. Corah is the School 
Psychologist for the Buffalo 
Board of Education. The talk on 
Business will be given by Miss 
Joan Carey, Systems Engineer 
for the International Business 
Machines Corporation.
Dr. Cora Saltarelli, Senior 
Cancer Research Scientist at 
Roswell Park Memorial Institute, 
will discuss the woman’s role in 
Science. Dr. Saltarelli received 
her B.A. and Ph.D. from the 
University of  Buffalo. In 
addit ion to her position at 
Roswell Park, she is also an 
Assistant Professor in the 
Theoret ical  Biology Center, 
S.U.N.Y.A.B. ‘
The discussion on Education' 
will be led by Mrs. Paul Teresi, 
an i n s t r u c t o r  in English 
Literature at Canisius College. 
Mrs. Teresi received her B.A. 
from Rosary Hill, her M.A. from 
Canisius College, and her Ph.D. 
from S.U.N.Y.A.B. She is active 
on the Woman’s Committee of 
the Erie County Democratic 
Committee.
Mrs. Jayne Freeman and Mrs. 
Robert Leighton will lecture on 
the modern woman in the Arts.
(continued on Page 4)
Salinger Here - Discusses 
Communications
Piene Salinger at Oddy Lounge Press Conference.
By Michele Sim 
Feature Editor
On Wednesday, October 16th, 
Rosary Hill College was host to 
Mr. Pierre Salinger, former 
United States Senator and press 
secretary to two Presidents. In 
an afternoon reception held in 
Lourdes Lounge, Mr. Salinger 
discussed this year’s major 
Presidential candidates. He 
remarked that  the Richard 
Nixon we are now observing is 
not a new person, but the same 
one who appeared before us in 
1960. Nixon, he said, is not 
eager fo r a public debate, 
because he does not want to 
“rock the boat.” Mr. Salinger 
expressed a hope that Sen.
Eugene McCarthy would endorse 
M r. Humphrey,  pr imarily 
because of his stand on the war 
in Viet Nam. He observed that 
the  Paris peace talks are 
beneficial to, Mr. Humphrey. 
However, like so many other 
liberals, Mr. Salinger is obviously 
somewhat disillusioned with the 
Democratic party; he remarked 
that if some important changes 
are not made before 1972, then 
that might be the time to form a 
new party.
Following the reception, 'the 
H i s t o r y  C o n c e n t r a t i o n  
sponsored a dinner in honor of 
Mr. Salinger. Later that evening, 
he delivered a lecture entitled 
“ Politics ’68” to a warmly 
receptive audience in Wick
B e rk e le y D ivided 
O ver Course
BERKELEY, Cl*if. (CPS) — 
A b  o  u  t  700 University  of  
California students held s rally 
last  Fr iday in  support  of 
students taking Social Analysis 
139X, the course being taught 
by Black Panther leader Eldridge 
C  l  e  a  v  e  r  and other  guest  
lecturers.
After the rally they marched 
into Sproul Hall as the 100 
students who are taking the 
Cleaver course attempted to file 
their course lists.
Registrar Clinton C. Gilliam 
refused to accept the course lists 
unless 139X had been crossed 
out by the student. The students 
objected because their lists had 
been properly signed by their 
advisors and a university dean. 
They said they would not cross 
the course off their lists and 
would try to get the Registrar’s 
decision changed.
The rally on the Sproul steps, 
which had a disappointingly 
small turnout, brought out again 
the division among students over 
how to view the Cleaver issue.
Art Goldberg, a leader of the 
1964 Free Speech Movement 
here, told the rally, “The Cleaver 
issue is a racism issue. The 
Regents don’t want a black man 
to say anything on the campus, 
except  for  house ____. I 
thought  people here would 
realize this, but everyone keeps 
talking about academic freedom, 
educational reform, and credit 
for the course.”
Mark Rudd, chairman of 
Students  for a Democratic 
Society at Columbia, who is in 
Berkeley to raise money for 
Columbia rebels facing court 
charges, agreed with Goldberg. 
He told the students that such 
issues as the Morningside Heights 
G y m  a n d  C  o  l  u  m  b  i  a  ’s 
participation in the Institute for 
D  e  f  e  n  s  e  A  n  a  l  y  s  e  s  w  e  r e  
“ symbols” to the Columbia 
rebels. “People went into the 
buildings because of our total 
opposit ion to racism and 
imperialism,” he added, urging 
that Berkeley students look at 
the Cleaver issue as a symbol of 
racism.
But a student taking the 
Cleaver course told the rally that 
the main issue was getting credit 
(continued on Page 4)
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Social Room. Mr. Salinger 
displayed in his talk the great 
warmth and humor for which he 
was n  o  t  e  d  in P res iden t  
K  e  n  n  e  d  y  ’s televised press 
conferences.
He began his lecture by 
s  t  a  t  i  n  g  tha t  the modern 
revolution in communications 
and intelligence has basically 
altered the very fabric of the 
society in which we live. The 
r  e  s  u  l  t  is almost a total  
disintegration of traditional 
political patterns, such as bloc 
voting and boss systems. Such a 
breakdown is due, at least in 
part, to mass communications.
But this development of mass 
communications also has its 
disadvantages, and he cited three 
examples. The first was the war 
in Viet Nam, which we see 
fought twice every night on our 
t  e  l  e  v  i  s  i  o  n  screens.  Such 
over-exposure can result In 
serious damage to  publ ic  
thought ,  and Mr. Salinger 
observed tha t  the relations 
between public opinion and 
publ ic pol icy need to  be 
seriously re-examined.
His second example was the 
s  o  -  c  a  l  l  e  d  U  n  b  r  i  d  g  e  a  b  l  e  
Generat ion Gap. Since our 
generation is the first which is 
the  total  product of mass 
c  o  m  m  u  n  i  c  a  t  i  o  n  ,  we are 
therefore “more informed, more 
involved, and care more j about 
what is going on than any other 
generation in history.” The 
problem is that public opinion 
about  the young is terribly 
distorted. His third example was 
t h e  t  e  n  d  e  n  c  y  o  f  mass  
communications to simplify the 
problems of our life. Television 
commercials, for example, teach 
us that' there is an instant 
solution to all our, problems.
There is a fourth abuse, also,
(continued on Page 2)
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EDITORIAL:
Discussion of Encyclical 
Must Hinge on 
Knowledge
The goal o f every educator is to teach those under his 
supervision to think for themselves, and to be unafraid to 
ask “Why?” With education becoming a common place 
thing in society it is of little wonder that students are 
asking and questioning the flat statements which are laid 
out for them to ingest, digest and in other ways absorb.
The papal encyclical on birth control, issued last July, 
has come under increasing discussion around the world. 
Attempts to silence this discussion have only driven the 
adversaries underground. They will surface again as time 
goes on. It is very unrealistic to expect the mass of 
Catholics to accept or to even receive this encyclical 
without questioning it in some form And, unless we do 
question our beliefs and attempt to find the true answers 
which underlie our problems we may be standing on 
hollow ground.
The discussion on the encyclical will go on, but if any 
discussion is to be meaningful the participantsinust know 
what they are talking about. Read the encyclical! Read it 
two or three times, if possible. There is nothing more 
deadly to true dialogue than a participant who does not 
have sufficient knowledge of his subject.
From that point on, fear of asking questions will only 
he in the fear of hearing the answers.
M.C.R.M.
DIGNITY DENIED AT
OLYMPICS
Last Friday Olympic gold medal winners, Tommy Smith 
and John Carlos were suspended from further competition 
and asked to leave the Olympic Village in Mexico City. 
The reason given by U.S. officials was their apparent lack 
o f  good sportsmanship and their interjection of a political
problem into a traditionally apolitical competition.
Is it an honest question as to whether or not human 
dignity falls into the political realm? If it does, or has, in 
this country, then the implications are enormous. If their 
salute was of a political nature it means that on an 
interpersonal level we do not really believe that all men are, 
equal. It means that we have left the vital problem, of our 
personal dignity, in the hands of political lobbyists.
The suspension of Messrs. Smith and Carlos does not 
speak well for America or her ideals. It is an obvious 
expression of the fact that equality is still a word and not a 
reality.
In Mexico City, the U.S. has not only lost a gold medal 
winner, it has lost its fine veneer of respect for personal 
dignity as well.
M.C.R.M.
Wick Board Report:
In its third meeting this year, 
the Wick Board last Thursday 
accepted the const i tut ion 
presented by Gary Goodeliunas 
which established a Fencing 
Club on campus. There was one 
amendment to the constitution 
which stated that the club would 
be financially self-sustaining for 
1968-69, since funds from S.A. 
would be unavailable for their 
use this year.
Nora Wren and Nancy Kelly 
submitted a report abopt Junior 
Weekend.  Their financial 
objective was simply to break 
even. The program for the 
weekend included the Ring 
Ceremony, Formal Dinner 
Dance at the B.A.C., an Evening 
at the Studio Arena with a
gathering at the Rathskeller of 
the Old Red Mill Inn.
In  a n s w e r  t o  s p o r t s  
enthusiasts on campus, sports 
director announced that touch 
football would start on October 
22 (that was yesterday) at 3:45 
p.m.
The remainder of the meeting
was spent* in discussion of the 
Birth Control panel to be held 
this evening at 8 p.m. Dr. Cuddy 
will be the moderator, with the 
participants being a sociologist 
from SUNYAB Dr. Yericaris, the 
Protestant Theologian Canon W. 
Howard and Mr. John Razulis, a 
member of the theology faculty 
here at Rosary Hill. The room 
location of the panel is posted 
on campus.
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'Le tters...'Pierre Salinger(continued from Page 1)and this occurs in the political 
field. Surveys prove that the 
po l i t ic ian  who will most 
probably be elected is the one 
who is easy to meet and presents 
a nice appearance. Political 
leaders must know how to use 
the mass media, but there are 
some leaders whose only asset is 
that they project themselves well 
on the  screen. Furthermore, 
television time is so expensive 
tha t  many politicians ^simply 
cannot afford it. j As a salution 
Mr. Salinger proposed that 
political television time be paid 
for by the party, and not by the 
pol it icians themselves. He 
further suggested that individual 
citizens who contribute to a 
campaign should be able to 
deduct it from their income tax.
Combining his third and 
fourth  points, he said that 
b e c a u se mass communication 
does simplify the approach, it 
also poses a danger, since some 
p o l i t i c i a n s  t a k e  t h e  
over-simplification and attempt 
to apply it. The prime example, 
of this is former Alabama 
Governor George. Wallace, who 
claims to have a solution for 
everything.
In order to stress his theories 
by practicalities, Mr. Salinger 
observed that John Kennedy 
could not have been elected if it 
were not  for the televised 
debates. There have been some 
eighty studies made of these 
debates, and all agree on two 
conclusions: first, that after the 
first debate, the other three did 
not matter; and second, that 
while the people who watched 
t e l e v i s i o n  th ough t  John 
Kennedy won, the people who 
listened to the radio thought 
Richard Nixon won.
A g a i n  s t r e s s i n g  t he  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  m a s s  
communication, Mr. Salinger 
remarked on the timing of the 
student riots in Mexico. Since 
Mexican students have suffered 
for several years the grievances 
which they are now airing, why 
have they waited to riot? Asked 
this question, one leader of the 
rebellion replied, “We did it now 
because we’ll never have another 
chance like this. With the World 
Olympics in Mexico City, all 
press a t t en t ion  is already 
focused there. With such 
faci li ties , we can receive 
world-wide press coverage for 
our cause.”
The former press secretary 
then quoted his colleague, Eric 
Se va re id ,  who said, “ As 
journalists we are not keeping 
pace with realities. We report 
them, but we do not understand 
them . ’’ Mr. Salinger then 
summarized his speech by 
repeating the two great problems 
p r e s e n t e d  b y  m a s s  
communications: first, for us to, 
understand the world and its 
problems, and to learn how to 
cope with them; and second, for 
those who work with mass 
communications in this country 
to realize that they are dealing 
with an enormous scope and 
that they have a tremendous 
responsibility to see realities.
In closing, Pierre Salinger 
noted that “for us to ignore the 
i m p a c t  o f  t h i s  m odern  
revolution is to do so at our own 
peril.”
Dear Editor,
On Saturday, October 12, a 
march to demonstrate support 
for open housing legislation was 
held from downtown Buffalo, 
followed by a rally in Delaware 
Park, at which Father Groppi 
( the Milwaukee priest who 
gained national renown in his 
demonstration for justice in that 
city) was chief speaker. The 
event was attended by an 
estimated 1000 persons. Of that 
number, I believe a total of five 
students from Rosary Hill were 
present . The faculty had a 
somewhat better showing of 
perhaps six members.
There are, of course, those 
students and faculty members 
who adamantly oppose such a 
form of protest. With this small 
segment at Rosary Hill one 
could not take issue. But what 
of the remaining majority of 
s tudents  and faculty? Some 
might argue that they live 
outside the Buffalo area — which 
I presume means they concern 
themselves only with those 
social problems which touch 
them personally. Others might 
contend that they were busy; 
they had other plans; they had 
to  work, they had previous 
unbreakable commitments. Such 
arguments usually begin: “I 
would have been there but....”
But might one look to find 
such people participating if their 
own freedom of choice in the
realm of housing was being 
c u r t a i l e d ?  Even lack of 
knowledge regarding this march 
is inexcusable. We, as students, 
have the responsibility — both to 
ourselves and to others —. to 
keep abreast of community 
happenings.
But lack of participation has 
implications for the collegiate 
institution as well. We have the 
right to expect that Rosary Hill, 
through its ordained channels, 
will keep both students and 
faculty informed about events 
which occur outside the confines 
of 4380 Main Street. Failure to 
do so is failure to meet one of its 
educational goals. By its silence 
regarding this march, Rosary Hill 
has failed in an instance where 
the voice of an educational 
inst i tu t ion ,  part icularly a 
Christian educational institution, 
would have been both welcome 
and respected. It has taken a 
step to relegate itself to a 
position of insignificance in the 
Buffalo community.
Yet what has not been done is 
past. It remains to be seen if we 
will consider the implications of 
such a lack of involvement in 
this and other social problems. 
Our silence speaks: “It is 
thunder in the ears of those who 
suffer, in the ears of those who 
are concerned.”
Hopefully, 
Barb Taylor
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BIRTH C O N T R O L -
By Robert Oback 
Member of 
Theology Faculty
I shall begin this first of two 
articles with a brief summary of 
the development of our Church’s 
a t t i tude  toward the sexual 
dimension of man. The attitude 
of Jesus seems to have been total 
acceptance of man’s sexuality. 
In his approach to the divorce 
question, Jesus cited the Genesis 
teaching of the unity of man and 
woman in marriage: “Have you 
not read that the creator from 
the beginning “made them male 
and female’’ and that he said: 
‘This is why a man must leave 
father and mother, and cling to 
his wife, and the two become 
one body’? They are no longer 
two, therefore, but one body.... 
(Mt. 19:5-6) Jesus accepted the 
fact of maleness and femaleness 
as that which was good because 
it was created by God.
I t  w as n o t  Pa u l  who 
introduced the pelvic anxiety 
into Christianity; it was an 
incipient first century heresy 
called Gnosticism. One of its 
tenets was that the sexual is 
beyond redemption, that sex 
w as a b a r e  f a c t i c i ty ,  a 
phenomenon without basic 
meaning. Some Gnostics held 
that, sex was evil, others held 
that promiscuity meant nothing 
as long as one had the special 
knowledge. The result was that 
Gnosticism’s non-acceptance of 
the meaning of the sexual 
dimension amounted to an 
attitude of rejection. The effect 
of this rejection challenged 
orthodox Christianity to make a 
just i fication for the sexual 
dimension of man. This was 
quite a challenge for the infant 
Church — she had her hands full 
o f  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s  — 
persecutions, the expansion of
the Gospel, factions within the 
Christian body, etc. But the 
C hurch ’s leaders met the 
challenge by using a primitive 
concept of the natural law. They 
pointed to nature and told the 
Gnostics that they failed to take 
the usefulness of sex into 
account. Sex was acceptable, 
said orthodoxy, because it was 
useful in procreating children. 
Seed was planted in Helds and 
the harvest came; animals were 
in heat, the seed was planted and 
offspring resulted.
Thus, the Fathers defeated 
th e  Gnost ic  reject ion of  
sexuality. But the victory was 
only a partial victory because 
the argument that sexuality 
betrays a less than total  
acceptance of sexuality; sex is 
good only if it is useful, that is, 
if sex is directed towards 
procreation of children. Ever 
since the partial acceptance of 
the sexual dimension of man, 
the Church has had difficulty in 
handling venereal pleasure. 
Pleasure adds Nothing to 
usefulness, so the ecclesiastical 
leaders tried to take the useful 
out of the situation. Augustine 
developed the idea that pleasure 
in intercourse was the result of 
original sin. According to 
Augustine, pleasure was only 
justified when it could be 
budgeted and directed toward 
procreation. Jerome taught that 
a man who loved his wife with 
ardor was guilty > of adultery 
These positions follow logically, 
the assumption being accepted 
that sex is justified only because 
it is useful in making children. 
Pope Gregory (590—604), the 
Great, held that couples who 
experienced pleasure in the 
marital act were guilty of venial 
s in  b e c a u s e  t h e y  ha d  
“befoulded” their intercourse by
their "Pleasures”. Pope Innocent 
III (1198—1216) thought “that 
conjugal intercourse is never 
committed without enticing of 
the flesh” with the result that 
th e  “ conceived seeds are 
befouled and corrupted.”
This conditional acceptance 
of the sexual dimension is a 
constant tradition in the history 
of the Catholic Church. If one 
studies the writings of the 
Fathers  one will detect an 
unarticulated but underlying 
a s s u m p t io n  tha t  “ sexless 
mankind would have been 
better.”
Jesus had an unconditional 
acceptance of the sexual; he saw 
maleness and femaleness as part 
of the divine design; “Have you 
not read that the creator from 
the beginning ‘made them male 
and female’?” It seems that our 
age is becoming more aware of 
the  mind of Christ on the 
subject of sexuality. Even the 
encyclical Humanae Vitae, if 
seen in the light of the history of 
the Church’s attitude towards 
the sexual dimension, is another 
step toward total acceptance of 
sexuality. (By total acceptance I 
mean a serenity of outlook, a 
clear perception of the meaning 
of the sexual dimension and the 
serenity of outlook that follows 
this perception.)
The social context of the 
middle ages provided medieval 
institutions that made it nearly 
impossible for people to think 
t h a t  personal  love of ten 
motivated those who wanted to 
wed. Among the reasons for 
getting married we find security, 
the procreation of children, the 
reconcil iat ion of  enemies, 
obtaining riches. Love of one 
partner for another in a culture 
of arranged marriages might have 
developed after the marriage,
Dissent on Encyclical
By MARY CAROL MADEJ 
Editor
Theologians
Since the issuance of the 
encyclical. Humanae Vitae, last 
July 29th, the Pope, the Petrine 
office, the Magistarium, and the 
concept of human love, itself, 
has been discussed again and 
again by theologians, priests and 
laymen alike. What has emerged 
from these discussions is a 
spectrum of ideas as broad in 
scope as are human personalities.
Father Edward Schillibeeckx, 
a foremost  theologian, in 
examining the encyclical has 
c a l l e d  many points into 
question. First, he feels, it is 
good to assess the weight that 
s h o u l d  be accorded  the 
encyclical itself. He says;
“ It is a curiously jejune 
document to have emerged from 
a period of such profound and 
wide-ranging debate within the 
Church. It makes no effort to 
meet head on any of the 
arguments which of recent years 
have been deployed to call the 
Church’s traditional teaching 
into question.  Instead, it 
contents itself with a magisterial 
ipse dixit, a call for blind 
obedience on the part of 
Catholics for reasons which are 
apparent ly so complex and 
obscure as to defy rational 
exposition.”
This question of the authority 
of the  Pope to command 
obedience has also been brought 
up by the Theologians of 
Washington, D C .  In their 
statement they stated that “the 
encyclical is not an infallible 
teaching. History shows that a 
number of statements of similar 
or even greater authoritative 
weight have subsequently been 
proven inadequate or even 
erroneous.”
Fr. Schillebeeckx and the 
theologians are in agreement on 
the areas where they feel the 
encyclical fails to take the full 
considerations of love into 
account.
Schillebeeckx states that “the 
core of the encyclical is its claim 
that  the nature of  sexual 
intercourse is such as to exclude 
every act which, either in 
anticipation of the conjugal act,
or in its accomplishment, or in 
i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
consequences, proposes, whether 
as an end or as a means, to 
render procreation impossible.” 
Schillebeeckx points out that 
this argument is based more 
fully on- natural law rather than 
on revelation. He believes that 
the tradition of the Church’s 
understanding and interpretation 
of natural law has shown radical 
developments which do not 
appear in the encyclical. He says 
that in particular “there has 
been a shift from regarding 
sexual intercourse as something 
basically animal and inhuman to 
regarding it as something which 
is capable of being the highest 
human expression of love 
between husband and wife.”
The former teachings of the 
Church, Schillebeeckx, as well as 
other theologians feel, were a 
result of the degrading levels to 
which sexual activity fell in the 
Greco-Roman world. The 
answers of St. Jerome, St. 
Ambrose and St. Augustine, 
were given to combat problems 
which do not seem relevant in a 
world whose“ ‘sexual mores have 
largely been formed by the 
experience of Christianity.”
The greater part of the 
encyclical dealt  with birth 
control from the biological point 
of view. Schillebeeckx states 
that “the researches that led to 
the discovery of the ‘safe period’ 
showed that in fact an individual 
act of intercourse is more likely 
to be sterile than not: The snag 
is, as can be vouched for by 
every couple trying to use the 
safe period, to discover precisely 
which is which. It would make 
better sense to regard the mutual 
love of husband and wife as the 
primary end of any individual
tbeUCKViiiace PtariMcu HasEVERYTHING!
a c t  o f  i j r t e r  c o u r s e  and 
procreation as a secondary 
by-product rather than the other 
way about -- that is, if one is 
going to consider individual acts 
of intercourse in isolation rather 
than as the fuller and more 
conscious expression of the 
continuing underlying generative 
love of man and woman that is 
what marriage is all about.”
The critical appraisals of the 
encyclical have consistently 
praised it for its section on the 
characteristic m a r k s  and 
demands of conjugal love. 
Schillebeeckx feels that this 
re-interpretation is a major 
contribution of Humanae Vitae. 
But he has the reservation that 
“it bears little relation to the 
rest of the document.”
Schillebeeckx does not deny 
the dangers of moral laxity in a 
world where human love is not 
taken seriously. He states: 
“There is admittedly a danger of 
the individual Catholic’s moral 
judgment being led astray by the 
intensity of his sexual or other 
drives: we are all very good at 
finding the best of reasons for 
doing what we want to do. But 
if anything this argument works 
the other  way where birth 
control is concerned, since so 
many devout Catholics have 
found the demands of their 
present situation and the claims 
of consciences forcing them into 
apparent open conflict with 
what is alleged to be teaching of 
the Church.”
The whole question of the 
moral pronouncement as well of 
those in the past is summed up 
in  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  b y  
Schillebeeckx in which he says 
that “where the Church comes 
in is to enable us to work out as 
a community what is involved in 
living up to the demands of the 
(continued on Page 4)
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and if it did few theologians, if 
any, taught that sexual coitus 
had a role in fostering that love.
Since the days before the 
arrival of Augustine, the purpose 
for having intercourse was a 
theological debate. Augustine 
held that there was only one 
lawful purpose for which a 
married couple could engage in 
sexual intercourse: procreation. 
By the 14th century another 
purpose for having intercourse 
was recognized as licit by the 
theologians: if a man knew he 
would be severely tempted to 
commit adultery, he could have 
relations with his wife and get 
“cooled off.” Then theologians 
conceded that there was another 
l a w fu l  reason for having 
intercourse: the rendering of the 
marriage debt — if one partner 
wanted to have intercourse, then 
the other must offer oneself for 
the sexual act. ¡St.Paul had this 
idea in I Corinthians: “The 
husband must give his wife what 
she has the right to expect, and 
so too the wife to the husband.” 
But the Church was so hung up 
on the problem of acceptance of 
the sexual that it took thirteen 
hundred.years or so for the idea 
to become generally accepted.
T h e  C o u n c i l  of Trent  
s u b m e r g e d  t h e  d e b a t e  
concerning the purposes of 
marriage. The Council made it 
known that, concerning marital 
intercourse, the faithful are to 
be especially taught two ideas: 
1) not to have intercourse for
the sake of pleasure or lust; 2) to
abstain from intercourse to prag? 
(1 Cor. 7:5).
In the late 19th century son». 
Catholics t ried to regulate 
conception by use of the “sterik 
time (rhythm method).” Some 
moralists attacked the use of thk 
method because it enable# 
married people to have sex for 
the sake of pleasure and not to 
generate children. By 1921 
Ogino and Knaus succeeded k  
determining exactly the relation 
b e t w e e n  o v u l a t i o n ,  tht; 
beginning of the next menstrua: 
period and the sterile time. Tbs 
Rhythm Method was attacker 
by theologians, including Arthcr 
Vemeesch, the ghost writer for 
Rus XI’s CAST! CANUBBIL Uf 
u n t i l  1 9 5 1  bi shops  and
theologians jïointed out onlj 
exceptional couples could use the 
rhythm theory without exposixgi 
their marriages to grave danger* 
of egoism and sensuality.
It was not untO after WorU 
W ar I t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
development away from th£ 
Augustinian distrust of pleasure 
and indifference to love m  
purposes of intercourse was 
a c h i e v e d .  D i e t r i c h  von 
Hildebrand of the University oi 
Munich was the first married 
layman to make a substantial 
contribution to the Catholic 
doctrine on marriage. Rejecting 
the purely biological approach, 
he declared that the marital act 
“Has not only a function, the 
generation of children; it ah»
(Cont’d on Page 4)
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Birth control
(continued from Page 3)
possesses a significance for man 
as a human being — namely to 
be the expression and fulfillment 
of wedded love and community 
of life — and moreover, the 
marital act participates after 
c e r t a i n  f a s h i o n  in  t h e  
s a c r a m e n t a l  meaning of 
matrimony.” 'Ibis was the first 
time a Catholic writer taught 
that love was a requirement of 
lawful marital coition. Von 
Hildebrand saw that love was 
central to the moral meaning of 
conjugal coitus.
T h e  e n c y c l i c a l  CASTI 
CANUBBII did not attack this 
position, but neither did it 
affirm the appropriateness of 
sexual coitus for deepening the 
love of husband and wife for 
each other.
In  1935 Herbert  Dorns 
enlarged von Hildebrand’s ideas 
in THE MEANING AND END 
OF MARRIAGE. Doms argued 
tha t  not only marriage but 
marital intercourse was a means 
of achieving holiness.
Some of the hierarchy, the 
Holy Office, and assorted 
theologians objected to ideas 
like that of Doms, especially 
when “love” was referred to as 
the primary function or purpose 
of marriage. The Code of Canon 
Law, promulgated in 1917 had 
taught that the primary purpose 
of marriage was the procreation 
of children and secondary ends 
were mutual  assistance of 
h u s b a n d  a n d  w i f e ,  the 
prevention of sexual sins, and 
the like .
But at the Second Vatican 
Council the Church decided no 
longer to use the terms primary 
and secondary ends of marriage. 
The CONSTITUTION ON THE 
CHURCH IN THE MODERN 
WORLD speaks of marriage in 
terms of conjugal love, the “two 
in one flesh,” the mutual help 
and service, the procreation and 
educat ion o f children, the 
mutual experience of their 
oneness which is perfected day 
by day. No hierarchy of 
purposes of marriage is laid 
down.
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And so, when we read 
HUMANAE VITAE, we should 
be mindful that the encyclical
incorporates much of the 
doctrinal development in the 
area of the Church’s teaching on 
marriage. Pope Paul wrote: “The 
teaching, often set forth by the 
magisterium, is founded upon 
the inseparable connection, 
willed by God and unable to be 
broken by man of his own 
initiative, between the two 
meanings of the conjugal act; the 
u n i t i v e  meaning and the 
procreative meaning*.,....
By safeguarding both these 
essential aspects, the unitive and 
procreative, the conjugal act 
preserves in it$ fullness the sense 
of true mutual love and its 
orientation towards man’s most 
high calling to parenthood.” To 
see two meanings in the conjugal 
act, one unitive and the other 
procreative, is certainly a change 
from the “days of yore,” when 
theologians and hierarchy 
acknowledged only one meaning 
fo r  th e  mari tal  act,  the 
procreative meaning.
My next  article for the 
ASCENT will continue where 
this ended, developing the 
unitive meaning of the conjugal 
act,  the  situation in which 
married couples feel unable to 
pursue, together, both meanings 
of the marital act, and the 
possibility of deficiency in the 
formulation of the doctrine.
Theologians Dissent
(continued from Page 3)
gospel, and with assurance that 
we shall eventually find the right 
answers; but the Church does 
not provide an, assurance of 
painless solutions to our moral 
problems or to our problems or 
to our problems of belief.”
While opposition to Humanae 
Vitae has been very vocal, there 
has also been a staunch line of 
support for the encyclical as 
well. The Bishops in their 
s ta tement  on birth control 
strongly pointed out that “the 
Holy Father speaking as the 
supreme teacher of the Church 
has reaffirmed the principals to 
be followed in forming the 
Christian consciences of married 
persons in carrying out their 
responsibilities...We are aware of 
the difficulties that his teaching 
lays upon so many of our 
conscientious married people. 
But we must face the reality that 
struggling to live out the will of 
God will often entail sacrifice.”
Father Anthony T. Podovano, 
a domestic theologian, has been 
particularly outspoken in his 
acceptance of the encyclical and 
his opposition to its detractors. 
Fr. Podovano believes that “to 
lead (our people)  by our
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preaching and council to  neglect 
this document is a betrayal of 
our ministry, which is linked to 
that of the official Church.”
He has accepted the urgings of 
other theologians not to remain 
silent. He says that he “accepts 
th e  e n c y c l i c a l  w i t h o u t  
reservation. It- has been evident 
for years now that no matter 
which way the decision went the 
Church would have to sustain a 
shattering jolt.”
Fr. Podovano, realizing that 
Pope Paul, in essence, laid aside 
the majority of his council’s 
decision states that there is “no 
reason why Paul, or the 
international episcopate, was 
bound to accept the majority 
vote of a commission called in
for consultation any more than 
the  President of the United 
States  must abide by the 
majority of his cabinet or 
endorse the latest plurality of a 
public opinion poll.”
The central issue in the birth 
control discussion is the concept 
of authority, of the magisterium 
( t h e  C h u r c h ’s t e a c h i n g  
authority) of the import of 
dogma and especially of the 
infallibility. These questions 
must be re-examined and 
re-evaluated. If they are not, it is 
safe to say that discussion will 
continue, but with no end in 
sight.
B . O . C . 5 .
Berkeley Divided
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for the course and that students 
should wait and see what the 
Regents do at their meeting next 
weekend. He was booed by some 
members of the crowd.
Once inside the building some 
students wanted to stage a sit-in 
until Gilliam accepted the study 
lists, but a majority opposed it 
and the group broke up after 
about an hour.
In another  development, 
f a c u l t y  members  at the 
univers ity’s Irvine campus, 
recommended that the Berkeley 
faculty ignore the Board of 
Regents ruling removing credit 
for the course if Cleaver makes 
more than one appearance. The 
faculty at Stanford University 
voted to support the Berkeley 
faculty.
Dear Boys,
Helen and Paris were carrying 
on an illicit affair. Is Paris 
burning?
Utterly Concerned,
Dear Concerned,
Due to your obscurantistic 
outlook on life your question 
would seem to possess a 
pejorative connotation to most 
Parisians.
Dear B.O.C.S.,
My boyfriend and I never 
seem to have anything to say to 
each other. Do you have any 
suggestions?
Tongue-Tied
Dear Tongue-Tied,
Untie yourself and start 
cheating on him!
Dear B.O.C.S.,
When the heat comes up in 
the apartments it makes a 
clunking sound. My roommate 
thinks a man is trying to break 
in. Every time she hears it she 
jumps on top of me. How do I. 
cure her?
. Underneath
Dear Underneath,
A man trying to break in 
doesn’t make moise.
Dear B.O.C.S.,
I have finally met T-H-E man. 
There’s just one problem — he’s 
about two inches shorter than I 
am. I’m no 5’2” either. I feel 
that if I did go around with him 
I’d develop a complex, and what 
about him? He’s perfect in all 
aspects except for his short legs. 
Advise me.
Sincerely, 
“Tom Thumb” 
Dear Miss Thumb,
Wait a few years, he’ll grow!
Colloquy
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Mrs. Freeman is noted for her 
program, “Talk of the Town,” 
on WNED-TV. Mrs. Leighton 
does painting and art work by 
commission and conducts oil 
painting classes for adults in her 
home. She received her B.S. in 
art from Rosary Hill and her 
M.S. in art education from 
S.U.N.Y.A.B.
Following this program, there 
will be a coffee hour in Wick 
Main Lounge.
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Mock
Debate
Pi Gamma Mu, the National 
Social Science Honor Society, in 
conjunction with the Political 
coordinator will present a mock 
debate evaluating the choices 
open to the vote* in the election 
year of 1968, next Monday at 8 
p.m. in the Wick Social Room. 
The moderator of the panel will 
be D. Edward Cuddy, associate 
professor in the History and 
Government Department ..at 
Rosary Hill College.
The political groups jnclude 
The Democrats, represented by 
Nick Sargent, a senior Law 
Student at SUNYAB and former 
p r e s i d e n t  o f  the Young 
Democrats here in Buffalo; The 
Republicans (as of this writing) 
n o t  y e t  specifying their 
representative and Dr. Leonard 
Graziplene will speak on behalf 
of the American Independent 
Party. Dr. Graziplene is a former 
faculty member of R.H.C. The 
p o l i c y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
non-involvement is to be 
represented by a member of the 
Students for a - Democratic 
Society (S.D.S.)
Following the debate, the 
panelists Will entertain questions 
from the floor. The panel and 
.discussion is open to the public. 
Admission free.
